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Muslim unity and eradication of untouchability. In his speeches
and in his writings in Young India and Navajivan^ he had repeated-
ly stressed the need for forbearance and self-restraint in the face of
severest provocations from the Government,, and for the utmost
tolerance towards political opponents. Gandhiji's fears Were not
about the people themselves. In fact,, he believed that the temper
of non-violence was deeply ingrained in the Indian people by a
long tradition of culture (p. 262). He found fault, however, with
the non-co-operation workers. "It became clear to me that the
workers were in no mood to do any serious work of construction.
The constructive programme lent no enchantment, , , . They
Wanted to deliver 'non-violenf blows" (p. 501).
The indefinite suspension of the Civil Disobedience programme
seemed to be a complete failure of Gandhiji's political leadership.
Critics spoke of his "somersaults" (p. 494). This was not the first time
that Gandhiji's faith was tested and strengthened by the humiliation
of outward failure.   From the beginning, he was sustained in all
his public activities by his utter faith in God.   The very first item
in this volume contains an expression of this faith : celf we can
but throw ourselves into His lap as our only Help, we shall come
out scatheless through  every ordeal  that the Government  may
subject us to. ... The way to stand erect before the tyrant is not
to hate him, not to strike him, but to humble ourselves before God
and cry out to Him in the hour of our agony" (p. 4).    It was in
this spirit that Gandhiji faced the present ordeal.   The personal
mortification was indeed great. " 'But what about your manifesto to
the Viceroy and your rejoinder to his reply?'   spoke the voice of
Satan.   It was the bitterest cup of humiliation to drink"   (p. 416).
However, the hesitations of the past few months Were over and
Gandhiji saw his  way   clear  before  him.    "Let  the   opponent
glory   in   our   humiliation   or   so-called   defeat , . . .    "It    is
a million  times better  to appear untrue before the world -than
to   be   untrue   to   ourselves. ...    I   must   undergo   personal
cleansing,   I  must become a   fitter instrument, able to register
the slightest variation in the moral atmosphere around me.   My
prayers must have deeper truth and humility about them than
they evidence" (p. 419).   Accordingly, he undertook a penitential
fast, as he had often done in the past.   Writing to his youngest
sou, Devdas, on February 12, he explained the motive behind the
fast:   "It is the woman  giving  birth  to a child who suffers the
pains ... I, too, wish to give birth to the ideals of non-violence
and truth, so that I alone need bear the pains of fasting, etc."
(p. 397).